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5  Cleaning of Q-XCO and FullAXS

Q-XCO 
LC with 1.25 mm ferrule

FullAXS
LC with 1.25 mm ferrule

Cleaning tools for dry cleaning Item no. Picture
IBC cleaner, 1.25 mm 84108853

Dry cleaning of end face
Q-XCO cleaning

• Open the guide cap from the device and insert the LC ferrule  
  into the guide 
• Push the device up to the stop twice. A "click“ sound indicates  
  the end of each cleaning cycle.

FullAXS cleaning

• Open the guide cap from the device and insert the LC ferrule  
  into the guide.
• Push the device up to the stop twice. A "click" sound indicates  
  the end of each cleaning cycle.



           11         

6  Cleaning of Expanded Beam Connectors

EBC
with lenses

Other types
e.g. ProBeam Jr.

EBC cleaning

1. Wash connector or front of bulkhead with mounted protective  
   cap with fresh and clean water, if they are covered with  
   excessive dirt.
2. IMPORTANT: Clean insert surfaces and lenses only when they  
    are touched or otherwise contaminated.
3. Remove the protective cap. Turn grip of connector and  
    protective cap in opposite directions, until threads are  
    completely free.
4. Blow away dirt particles from the alignment pin, ball lenses and  
    insert surface with clean dry air.
5. Moisten a large swab with isopropyl alcohol, electro-wash PX  
   or equivalent. Using a back-and-forth or swirling motion, wipe  
   the alignment pin, ball lenses, insert surface and mating  
   surface. Use only light pressure on the ball lenses to avoid  
   scratches.
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6. If seal of grip or insert, connector threads, protective cap  
    threads and front surfaces are dirty, then these should also be  
    cleaned with a moistend large swab. Use again isopropyl  
    alcohol, electro-wash PX or equivalent.
7. Moisten a small swab with isopropyl alcohol, electro-wash PX  
   or equivalent. Using a back-and-forth or swirling motion, wipe  
   the alignment pin hole.
8. Blow clean dry air over the lenses until remaining solvent and  
    stray particles are removed.
9. Inspect the ball lenses to make sure any contamination is  
   removed. If necessary, repeat steps 4 to 8 until the surfaces are  
   clean.
10. Re-install the protective cap by turning grip of connector 

and protective cap in opposite directions and tighten them 
properly.

 

7  Cleaning of MTP connectors 

MTP connector
MT ferrule

MTP adapter
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Cleaning tools for dry cleaning Item no. Picture
OPTIPOP R cassette for
MTP MALE connectors

84097539

OPTIPOP R cassette for 
MTP FEMALE connectors

84097538

OPTIPOP R cassette refill (6 × reels) 84097551

IBC MTP cleaner MALE and FEMALE 84097537

MTP cleaning brush 85099339

 

Dry cleaning of end face

MTP connector cleaning 

• Select the appropriate cleaner for male/female.
• Depress the green lever so that a fresh area of cleaning  
  cloth is exposed.
• Position the ferrule against the cloth so that the fibers are  
  in contact with the cleaning material. In the case of angled  
  connectors, the ferrule will need to be adjusted accordingly.
• Wipe the connector in the direction shown on the cassette.
• Release the grip to seal off the cleaning cloth.
• Re-inspect the ferrule with a 200 × microscope.
• If still contaminated repeat all steps once again.
• Ensure that the connector does not touch any hard surfaces.

In-port MTP connector cleaning 

• Insert the IBC cleaner into the adapter where  
  the connector is mated.
• Rotate the tape feeder wheel as indicated on the cleaner (3 ×).
• Inspect the connector with a 200 × microscope.
• If still contaminated repeat steps once more.
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Wet cleaning of end face

MTP connector cleaning 

• Apply an approved cleaning fluid to a small area of  
  lint-free cleaning cloth.
• Wipe the connector over the damp area.
• For female MTP connectors use the cleaning brush and  
  fluid to remove any debris from the pin holes or pins.
• Wipe the connector over a dry area of cloth and allow it to dry.
• Let the ferrule air-dry before inspecting with a 200 × microscope.

In-port MTP connector cleaning 

• Insert the IBC cleaner into the adapter where the connector  
  is mated.
• Rotate the tape feeder wheel as indicated on the cleaner (3 ×).
• Inspect the connector with a 200 × microscope.
• If still contaminated repeat steps once more.



           15         

8  End face inspection of fiber optic connector 

Requirements Recommended products
• Min. 200 × magnification
• Monitor inspection (safety)

JDSU/Westover

For end face inspection of different fiber optic connectors, specific adapters are necessary. 

Example for MTP adapter

Picture of a clean multifiber connector.

Note:  A MTP/MPO contain at least 12 fibers, every fiber needs to be individually optical inspected according the 
mentioned parameters at the beginning of the document.
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OK

NOT OK

 

NOT OK
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9  Ordering information from other supplier

Cleaning tools for ODC connectors Supplier Supplier item no.
IBC brand cleaning tool for 1.25 mm ferrules US Conec Ltd. IBC - 12910

Cleaning tools for ODC connectors Supplier Supplier item no.
IBC Brand Cleaning Tool for 1.25 mm ferrules US Conec Ltd. IBC – 12910

IBC Brand Cleaning Tool for 2.50 mm ferrules US Conec Ltd. IBC – 9392

ITW Chemtronics QbE Cleaning System ITW Chemtronics QbE

ITW Chemtronics Electro-Wash MX Fiber Cleaning Pen ITW Chemtronics FW2150

Cleaning tools for EBC connectors Supplier Supplier item no.
Large swab ITW Texwipe TX759B 

MicroAbsorbant™

Small swab ITW Texwipe TX770E 
MicroAbsorbant™

Isopropyl alcohol Various -

Electro-wash PX ITW Chemtronics ES810, ES1210

Cleaning tools for MTP connectors Supplier Supplier item no.
MTP cleaning tool IBC-7104 US Conec Ltd.  IBC-7104

OPTIPOP R cassette for MTP MALE connectors US Conec Ltd. Optipop 6339

OPTIPOP R cassette for MTP FEMALE connectors US Conec Ltd. Optipop 6338

OPTIPOP R cassette refill (6 × reels) US Conec Ltd. Optipop 6232

10 Supplier information

Supplier Contact information
US Conec Ltd. 1138 25th Street Southeast

Hickory, NC 28602, USA
www.usconec.com

ITW Chemtronics Please check the supplier website for the local office at  
www.chemtronics.com.JDSU

ITW Texwipe
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11  General procedure for inspection and cleaning 

Start

Inspect end face 
with microscope

End face clean?

Plug into clean connectorEnd face clean?

Plug into clean connector

End face clean?

Plug into clean connectorEnd face clean?

Plug into clean connector

Dry clean

Wet clean

Dry clean

Dry clean

Inspect end face 
with microscope

Inspect end face 
with microscope

yes

yes

yes

yes

no

no

no

no
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